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'SIWU LUNTAN' CALLS FOR SOCLAL TRANSFORMATION 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 39=40 


[Article by Xu Shu {1776 1659]: "A Matter of Great Urgency"--writter on 
24 November, pasted up on November 19784 


llext| Chinese society has entered a new period of history. A matter of 
yreat urgency during this period is the realization of the Four Moderniza- 
tions through a thorough social transformation. 


lwenty-eight years of practical experiences following the founding of our 
People's Republic showed that our country would remain weak without under- 
vyoing changes; it might gain a little more strength through a small-scale 
change; it could grow really prosperous and strong only through a large- 
scale change; a small-scale transformation could bring only a temporary 
solution but not a solution once and for all; likewise, periodic movements, 
instructions and decrees were only short-term measures that could not be 
applied to meet our lony-term needs. 


Clearly, the "people's original desire for social order has given way to a 
desire for changes," one of the most noticeable changes in the political 
mood of our nation. 


Then in what ways should such changes be made? 


A thorough social transformation means a simultaneous transformation of the 
economic base and the superstructure. It also means a transformation of the 
superstructure based on the transformation of the relations of production. 
True, politics is a concentrated expression of economics. But at present, 
we must pay special attention to the Marxist principle that economics is 
the basis of politics. On the eve of our nationwide victory in revolution, 
Comrade Mao Zedong issued the following admonition to the party: “If we 
know nothing about production and do not master it quickly, if we cannot 
restore and develop production as speedily as possible and achieve rapid 
successes so that the livelihood of the workers, first of all, and that of 
the people in general is improved, we shall be unable to maintain our 
political power, we shall be unable to stand on our feet, we shall fail." 








this admonition remains highly valuable to our younger generation which is 
coneerned about the destiny of our motherland, 


Jur polley tor transformation should be firmly, thoroughly, carefully and 
property implemented, 


ln the process of transformation, when we are required to accurately evaluate 
from the historical, dialectical and matertalistic point of view our great 
teacher Comrade Mao Zedong, our 30-year experiences following the founding 

of our People's Republic and lessons we have drawn from these experiences, 

we must exercise great care and prudence in order to prevent the remants 

of the “gang of four" from using any excuse to stir up trouble and to create 
ideological confusion intolerable to the people throughout the country. 

This is because if we want to realize the Four Modernizations by the end of 
this century, and if we want to accelerate the modernizations, not only do we 
need an environment of peace abroad but also an environment of stability and 
unity at home. On the march toward that goal, the great courage and wisdom 
displayed by some intellectuals in private life deserve our praise and ad- 
miration. They have really set a very good example for the people throughout 
the country to follow. As everyone can see, ours is a resourceful land, 

and the Chinese nation consists of talented people. 


lhe Chinese people 's aspirations for progress and our lovely motherland's 
aspirations for prosperity have become a historical torrent that no force 
in the world can resist. Our great transformation today is a continuation 
and development of our great "5 April" democratic movement. 


During the great "5 April" movement, the increasingly mature Chinese people 
displayed a power, courage, wisdom and spirit of sacrifice which would 

inspire the nation as a whole to fight for the people's democracy and freedom, 
to develop the people's culture and science, and to build China into a 
prosperous socialist country. These noble aspirations and ideals must be 
realized and can certainly be realized. 


Long tive the spirit of "5S April"! 
tte 


Long live the "5S April" democratic movement! 


(First published in the inaugural issue of '5 APRIL PAPER,’ predecessor of 
"S APRIL FORUM." ) 
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"SIWU LUNTAN' MARKS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 40 


[Article by Jian Min [1696 3046]: "Enthusiastically Celebrate the First 
Anniversary of SIWU LUNTAN"] 


[Text] The first anniversary of SIWU LUNTAN is drawing nearer and nearer. 
As its old friend, I could not resist the temptation to say a few words 
from my heart on this occasion. 


Since its inauguration, SIWU LUNTAN has consistently followed the basic 
guidelines of the Third Plenary Session of the 1lth CCP Central Committee, 
worked under extremely difficult conditions, braved frost and snow, and 
survived severe tests. (passage omitted) 


The greatest problem facing the Chinese nation today is the transformation 
of our systems, namely, economic, political and ideological systems. But 
the key point is that the CCP--the political party of our working class-- 
must be the first to be transformed. The party was regarded by the Marxists 
as the servant of society but by the revisionist overlords as its master. 

We must resolutely discard such hackneyed teaching, exhorting the people 

to show their loyalty to the party and its leaders, a teaching that should 
now be substituted by such a slogan that the party and the leaders should 
show their loyalty to the people. 


We will fail in our current transformation of economic, political, and 
ideological system, if we cannot fully put into practice the principle that 
puts the people's interests above all else. 


We wholeheartedly support the correct line of the "practice" group inside 
the party. The so-called "practice" group is a revolutionary group which 
observes the basic principle that "gives first place to the masses-—-the 
main concern of their practical work." But we have to admit with great 
regret that such "practice" group was not a majority force inside our party 
as we have expected. We often encountered those gentlemen who also t2!ked 
about "democracy," which to them means a relationship between people and 
their masters. In their conversations, they always regarded themselves as 





‘nasters" and all others as "people." Do you think we should fire these 
"beople's servants” who behaved like that? 





SIWU LUNTAN is one of a hundred cor tending schools of thought. It has 
rights to criticize others, as well as obligations to accept their 
criticism. Although it cannot avold making mistakes and there is still 
room for improving its editorial writings on theoretical matters, we can 
confidently say: "The people need it and love it" because it always 
serves the people's interests by telling them truth and being honest to 
them. 14 October 1979 
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MEMBER DISCUSSES 'SIWU LUNTAN'S' BACKGROUND, WORKING CONDITIONS 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 41-50 


[Interview With Responsible Member Xu (1776) X X of SIWU LUNTAN, Private 
Beljing Publication, First Published in the August Issue No 22 of Hong Kong 
"GUANCHAJLA' [OBSERVER] Journal, Now Reprinted as an Answer to Similar 
Questions Previously Raised by Many People About SIWU LUNTAN] 


Date of Interview: 23 June 1979. 


Interviewer: Ou Pulei [2962 2528 7179], Hong Kong GUANCHAJIA Journal 
Correspondent. 


Place of Interview: Beijing SIWU LUNTAN Editorial Department. 
(Text) Q: When was your private paper SIWU LUNTAN inaugurated and why? 


A: It was inaugurated in November 1978 following the reversal of the 
verdict on the Tiananmen Incident or during the Third Plenary Session 

of the llth Party Central Committee. At that time, a democratic movement 
was launched by some youths who felt that the systems in our socialist 
country remained far from perfect and there were imperfections in our 
legal system. Inspired by the Tiananmen Incident, they came up with many 
proposals for democracy and the legal system. Later, this campaign was 
called the "people's democratic movement" or "socialist democratic movement 
or proletarian democratic movement." At that time, the movement took the 
form of the big-character posters and discussion meetings, which seemingly 
promised no further development. This paper was born out of a desire to 
further develop and perpetuate this movement. 


No private newspaper had ever appeared in our People's Republic since its 
founding 30 years ago. Recorded Chinese history shows that China had many 
private newspapers before. We felt that this was a loophole that needed 

to be filled. A private newspaper can express the people's wishes from 
various angles and can make our social and political lives more meaningful. 
It is therefore highly necessary to complement the party-run and government- 
run newspapers with private newspapers which can reflect the people's demands 
and wishes. 





We also considered {t necessary to run a private newspaper tor the people 


to reflect their demands for democracy, for a legal system, and for social 
transtormation as well as their aspirations for perpetuating that democratic 
movement. 


A private newspaper can also play a useful role in revitalizing our political 
life and in putting into practice the Marxist law of the unity of opposites. 
The unity of opposites or the unity of two contradictory aspects was a 

theme repeatedly stressed by Marx during his lifetime. Things can develop 
only through struggles. If we emphasize only the role of the party and 
government, the role of the people will be igaored. This loophole can be 
filled by running a private newspaper. 


Only by working together to improve each other and by overseeing each other's 
performances can we revitalize our political life. This was what I personally 
thought before this private newspaper was inaugurated. 


As far as the natural conditions are concerned, we felt that it was in- 
convenient for the people to spend a Lot of time before that cold Democracy 
Wal] conducting discussions, pasting up and reading big-character posters, 
which cannot be regarded as an effective medium. Our newspaper was also 
born out of a strong desire to meet the needs of current political struggles 
and to turn a big-character poster into a more effective mass medium. This 
thought of mine was also shared by many other youths because they too had 
explored the possibility of running a private newspaper. There was a 

25 NOVEMBER FORUM on the Democracy Wall. On 26 November, I posted a 

copy of 5 APRIL PAPER, predecessor of our 5 APRIL FORUM on that wall. 
Later, a number of friends and comrades joined us in inaugurating the 

) APRIL PORUM. So far, its issue No 10 has been off the press. 


Q: What is the size of your staff? 


At From the beginning, our staff consisted of only four people, two each 
from the 5 APRIL PAPER and PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY which were merged into 

> APRIL FORUM. Later, we met more comraces on occasions of democratic 
discussion and at other discussion meetings. Today, our staff has swelled 
to over 20. 


QO: What is the range of your ages and what are your regular occupations? 


A: Our staff members are mostly workers from various factories and from 

the grass-roots levels of society. Their ages range from 22 to 36 and their 
average age is 30. We have also employed some writers who are not part of 
our editorial staff and who have contributed articles to our newspaper. 
Their ages are older. A few are older than 40. In short, the main force 

of our newspaper staff is workers and young teachers. 


O: Are there any Communist Party and Communist Youth League members among 
your staff members? 














A: Our staff consists of Communist Party and Communist Youth League members, 
technicians and Communist Youth League cadres. 


Q: What are the main contents of your paper? 


A: At first, our paper contained two categories of articles, namely, those 
emphasizing the protection of the people's basic rights, especially the right 
to freedom of speech, and others stressing the need for a profound trans- 
formation of our political and economic structures essential to the reali- 
zation of the Four Modernizations in China. We felt that on the eve of our 
social transformation, many imperfect systems have prevented our society 
from moving forward. For example, in the past, greater attention was paid 
to the transformation of the relations of production. But the need for 
spurring the development of productive forces was neglected. In other 
words, we ran the economy in a way compatible with the economic laws. The 
result was that without giving prior considerations to the need for boosting 
the productive forces to a desirable level, the intermittent transformation 
of the relations of production had proved ineffective in promoting their 
development. 


O) the other hand, there were defects in our political system. For example. 
there has emerged a bureaucratic stratum in our socialist country. How 
could this occur? What remedial measures can be taken to prevent it? 

Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were the most notorious and noxious repre- 
sentatives of this bureaucratic stratum. Other bureaucrats were not as 

bad as they were. All this should be attributed to our imperfect, unhealthy 
and unscientific systems, which have given rise to the following questions 
What caused the “gang of four" to rise to power? Why was nothing done to 
prevent the emergence of bureaucracy? Is there any guarantee to prevent 
their reemergence and make the laboring people the real masters of their 
own country? 


Our newspaper will stress both political and economic aspects in an effort 
to enhance our social transformation. We and our state leaders see the 
problems from different angles because we live at the bottom of society 
and they rule from the top. But we look forward to cooperating with then, 
and assisting them in resolving the problems facing China. 


We are worried about the future of our country and its development. In 

our own language, we are really concerned about our country and people, 

the slow development of our country, and the low living standards of people, 
especially peasants. Our Chinese people are as intelligent and industrious 
as any others. But why are they falling behind others? We want to find 

out this reason and solve this question. 


Q: Do you have comments on the freedom of speech and freedom of the press? 


A: Since its founding, the people in our republic are entitled to freedom 
of speech and freedom of the press. Our Constitution proclaimed in 1954 
and its succeeding revised versions explicitly stipulate that citizens 








enjoy freedom of speech and freedom of the press. but this is only a 
statement of a general rule or principle which needs by-laws and systems 
to back it up and put it into effect. Only a piece of paper cannot 
guarantee freedom of speech and freedom of the press. Just as the general 
public had pointed out, they exit.’ only on the paper and cannot be put 
{nto effect. The struggle insiue the party has been very complicated. 
When the good leaders were in power, the people could enjoy freedom of 
speech to a certain degree. But when Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 

rose to power, the people were deprived of freedom, 


The people could not defend their freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press because they had no legal basis to back them up. In the absence of 
constitutional clauses detailing people's right to freedom of speech, no 
ore knows what to say and what not to say. Likewise, in the absence of a 
publication law, no one knows what to publ 4 and what not to publish. 

In other words, so far we still have no low -‘uarenteeing the people's 
freedoms. For example, our well-known for«: supiteme commander Peng Dehuai 
was a man who did everything for his country ana people. But finally, he 
was wrongly charged and attacked for no other crimes but serving the 
people's interests wholeheartedly. 


As far as freedom of speech and freedom of the press are concerned, there 

is no firm guarantee from inside and outside the party. Although the 

party often promises the people freedom of speech and freedom of expression, 
mce they really exercise it, they may get themselves into trouble. 





This was why freedom of speech became empty talk when Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four" were in power. The Chinese people, known for their prudence 
and cautiousness, seldom express their aspirations and demands in an ex- 
plosive manner. The loopholes in our legal system must be overcome in 
order to provide the people with legal protection. We can foresee that 

the possibility of realizing freedom of speech and freedom of the press 

is not great. Freedom of speech and freedom of the press may gain momentum 
if our leaders are open-minded. Otherwise, they would be suppressed. 


0: Do you think absolute freedom is possible? 


A: Personally, I don't think it is possible, because ruling classes in 
every society at all times want to enact laws to protect their interests 
and want to decide what freedoms can and cannot be tolerated. For example, 
when our Deng Xiaoping visited the United States, some anticommunists who 
chanted hostile slogans at a ceremony welcoming him to the White House 
were arrested by American police. This indicated that absolute freedom 
was not tolerated even in the United States. But these slogan-chanters 
might not be arrested elsewhere even if they shouted anticommunist and 
anti-China siogans. Facts show that freedom of speech is restricted 
everywhere. Our system must give people maximum democracy and maximum 
freedom. But they cannot demand absolute freedom. 


Q: Some Western newspapers reported that the Chinese youths have demanded 
western-style freedom and political systems. Do you care to comment on that? 














A: This judgment came from some Western correspondents and scholars who 
did not know much about China. I want to say that foreign experts on 

China are as rare as the Chinese experts on foreign affairs. Because they 
could not correctly understand China, their judgment on this matter was ‘ar 
from accurate. 


A human rights organization appeared in China during the democratic movement 
Foreign correspondents who noted this organization assumed that it was 
similar to its counterparts tn the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Actually, this assumption was wrong. Some of our leaders who failed to study 
its nature made the same misjudgment. There are great differences between 
that organization and its foreign counterparts. For example, the leaders 

of the human rights movement in the Soviet Union are well-educated intel 
lectuals and enjoy high populerity with the people in society, while the 
leaders of the Chinese human rights organization are ordinary workers and 
people from the grass-roots level units whose knowledge on the theory and 
concept of human rights is very limited. The "human rights" slogan was a 
product of the bourgeois democratic revolution. Our young generation is 

not familiar with the theory of human righcs and has mistaken citizen's 
rights for human rights. 1 personally disagree with suggestions from 

the Chines human rights organization, which are incompatible with our 
national aspirations. 


Q: Can you elaborate on the suggestions disagreeable to you? 


A: For example, it demanded that China open its borders. This is un- 
realistic. It is impossible for China to open its borders. In the nort’. 
there is a heavy concentration of Soviet troops along the China-US>5R bo: 
There is the Kuomintang regime hostile to us across the Taiwan Strait. 

For this reason, it is impossible for China to open its borders. The 
members of that human rights organization also blindly demanded inalienable 
human rights and opposed birth control. This was wrong. Our population 
has grown to 1 billion and has created a heavy burden on our economy as 

a result of our failure to observe birth control. Any opposition to 

birth control, and family planning and any failure to curb the population 
growth are neither in the interests of the overwheiming majority of the 
Chinese people nor compatible with our national aspirations. These human 
rights slogans were a gross disregard of the Chinese people's aspirations 
and wishes. Some of our leaders who devoted no time to studying its nature 
also failed to draw a distinction between the Chinese human rights movement 
and its counterparts in other parts of the world, especially in the Soviet 
Union. President Carter has shown himself a skilled player of the human 
rights card since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the 

PRC and the United States. We hope that those naive youngsters will refrain 
from talking about this subject which may place our country in an awkward 
diplomatic position. Only by doing so can we maintain our national dignity. 
During the more than 10 years of the Great Cultural Revolution, our citizen's 
rights were trampled under foot. For this reason, one cannot say that 

those young people's demand for human rights was entirely unreasonable. 





'roblema do extst. The truth ia that the subject of human rights is also 
4 topic ta the Maraist works. In 4 progressive society, the basic human 
riyvhts should be preserved and salteguarded., It can be said that the 
problem arose trom the inappropriate presentation of the human rights 
movement by some lamature youths and trom leaders’ fatlure to study and 
achieve a clear understanding of it, 


fhose who launched the human rights movement are not a force to reckon 

with, nor could they represent the mainstream of the democratic movement. 
The main toree of the democratic movement is private newspapers or civilian 
organizations. Foreign correspondents who did not understand the situation 
in China well have concentrated their attention on the human rights movement 
launched by immature kids rather than on private newspapers and civilian 
organizations which represent the mainstream of the democratic movement. 
They have actually committed a mistake. 


yi Shou.d the members of the human rights movement enjoy freedom of speech? 


A: As tar as the ideological and exploratory cupjects are concerned, they 
should enjoy freedom of speech. Althougn they presented their movement in 
a wrong way, they should not be deprived of rights to think. Incorrect 
ideas cannot be suppressed by coercion but can be converted into correct 
ones through debates. It is wrong to treat those who harbor incorrect 
ideas like enemies. 


jut some of them have committed crimes and violated laws. if they have 
committed crimes, broken Laws and maintained illicit relations with foreign 
countries, they should be treated as criminals. As long as they do not 
violate laws, they should be given rights to express their thoughts. I 

do not understand why a country dominated by the correct Marxist ideology 
is so fearful of incorrect ideas. 


Some people in foreign countries have speculated that the youths in China 
are tonging for the Western way of life. This speculation is not correct. 
( may stem from foreign correspondent's misunderstanding of the situation 
in China. At least | can say that the overwhelming majority of Chinese 
youths do not want to turn the public ownership of the means of production 
into private ownership again and oppose the return of landlords and capi- 
talists to Chinese society. Nor do they want our officials to become 
landlords, capitalists and priviliged bureaucrats. After knowing this 
truth, one may have a clearer understanding of the democratic movement 

in China. 


The essence of the democratic movement in China is a call for putting the 
Marxist truth into practice in China. Therefore, its general orientation 
is correct. True, some youths have begun to envy the Western way of life 
after noticing that Westerners enjoy higher material standards of living 

and greater cultural) freedom. But their knowledge of the Western way of 

life is very limited. They even did not know that the United States has 

devoted over two centuries to developing itself into a modern country, 
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while China attlll has a tony way to yo to modernizing iisell,  Vrankly, 
one cannot gay that everything ta good in the West. Some Chinese youtha, 
vspecially those at the age of nearly 20, know almost nothing about Western 
societies because they grew up when “Lin Bilao and the "gang of four" were 

in power, and therefore, saw only the dark side of society. but others 
over JO just like us are not so sad as they are, because we saw many good 
things during the early days of the PRC's founding. Those youths who long 
tor the Western way of Life cannot represent the mainstream of the youth 
movement in China, 


While learning from other countries, we must exercise prudence, Il think 
that everyone will agree that we muet learn trom the Weat in raising our 
cultural levels and material living standards. But we cannot accept their 
bad habits. Therefore, in our search for good things, we must distinguish 
good from bad. Everything has its positive and negative sides. I advise 
those youths who are longing for the Western way of life to analyze it 
first before they can identify the positive side of it. Does anyone 
disagree that we of the proletariat are also determined to build a society 
in which the people can enjoy high cultural and material living standards’ 


Some o! our leaders are so tncompetent in leading the nation tn achieving 

the goal of better material well-being that they have tried everything 
possible to prevent the people from yearning for a better life. But it 

is the people's insatiable demands for a better life that have propelled 
society forward. Contentment with the status quo cannot achieve this 
purpose. Chinese society cannot make progress if everyone in it is satisfied 
with coarse bread, pickled and wild vegetables as their daily staple-food 
just as the Chinese people in the ancient times did. The people's insatiabic 
demands for a better Life, both culturally and materially, can serve as a 
force to push society forward. If the people in primitive society were 
satisfied with wearing leaves, how could the textiles be invented? This 
being the case, would the people still have had to cover their bodies with 
leaves today? True, the people's demands can never be satisfied. For 
example, when they got clothes to wear, they would not be satisfied with 

the plain cotton dresses. They would keep on looking for colorful and 

better quality materiale for making new dresses. 


Without such insatiable demands, society cannot move forward. Our individual 
leaders’ incompetence in leading the nation to improve its living standards 
has created a situation in which the people's demands have been suppressed. 
The Westerners love wearing bell-bottom trousers. This is their taste. 

Our leaders should adopt a non-committal attitude toward this matter 

because this is none of their business. If anyone wants to wear it, he 
should not be interfered with. Those high-quality bell-bottom trousers 

are so expansive chat few workers could afford them. If they cannot resist 
the temptation to buy, they may demand a pay hike. This is the reason why 
our leaders want to ban bell-bottom trousers from our markets. 


However, a progressive society must always move to meet the people's 
demands for a higher form of material and spiritual life. For example, 


iJ 





the people demond constant renewal of fashion in dresses, In the past, the 
Chinese people wore long yowns and mandarin jackets. Now they wear 
/Ziongahoan dresses, This rellects progress in Chinese society. Ina the 
pant, old=tashtoned people were always eriticized tor betag too conservae 
tive. | don't know why should we become so conservative now? We should 
help our youths make progress. 6but while doing so, we must keep an eye 

on them and prevent chem trom deveioping a bad habit. The demand for a 
higher form of mat: rial life ta justified, But it should fall in Line 
with China's aetual conditions, Generally speaking, many demands cannot 

be met because China's economy still cannot afford them. Many bad life- 
styles are not tolerated here. For exemple, the overwhelming majority of 
the Chinese people do not approve of young Chinese girls Living together 
with toreigners. They are simply not accustomed to such a Lifestyle. 

This is the reason why our youths are urged to study and analyze the Western 
way ot life betore drawing any conclusions about it. As far as I know, 
many practtees considered normal in the West are not tolerated by the 
Conservative Chinese people. 


QO: What are official and readers’ reactions to your newspaper? 


A: Since its inauguration, our newspaper has received neither support nor 
objections from our high-ranking leaders. Although we have submitted a 
report and application for registration in the hope of obtaining statutory 
approval, we have received no response to ask us to establish official 
contact with them. After our issue No 5 was sold, we had demanded to pay 
taxes; this demand remains unanswered. The reason may stem from a Lack 

of a publication law. So far, we have received neither official rejection 
nor ofttetal approval. 


tur issue No 8 carried a report on a visit to us by a few policemen. they 
inspected our office in a restrained manner. But their inquiry for informa- 
tion on names and employers of our staff then present seemed beyond their 
vsuthority. it seems to me that police have no right to ask for names, 
addresses of my guests and their working units. 


During their visit, we were also asked to open that small room. It seemed 
to me that they were suspicious of something unusual in there. As a matter 
of tact, we had nothing to hide from them. We are open-minded. We hope 
that this unauthorized visit came from low-level police initiative rather 
tnan from directives issued by the high-ranking party and state leaders. 


Of course, since the inauguration of our newspaper, we have been bothered 
by some rumors or sreculations. But I believe that this was caused by 
low-level personnel who were unfamiliar with the related policy and the 
current situation rather than by actions authorized by the high-ranking 
party and state leaders. This is the basic official attitude with which 
we have been treated. 


): What are readers’ reactions? 


\: The overwhelming majority of them supported this newspaper. They felt 
that the Chinese society needs privately owned newspapers. Most of them 
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have praised and even tlattered our works. For example, they called 

5) APRIL FORUM a "“disseminator of Marxiem and Chinese gospel." Actually, 
it does not deserve euch praise, Our task is to systematically sum up 
and publish what has come to our attention and what the masses want us 
to say. We have done nothing special. Generally speaking, readers 

have highly praised and endorsed what we have done. Their pralse and 
endorsement will encourage and spur us to move forward. 


Some people Loved reading our newspaper but were unwilling to buy it. 
Others were willing to buy it but unwilling to subscribe to it for fear 

of getting into trouble. Lt ts possible that this Lingering fear was caused 
by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" who adopted a high-handed policy to 
suppress people's thoughts. Some comrades have also disagreed with what 
we have published. We consider this a normal reaction. Letting a hundred 
‘lowers blossoms and a hundred schools of thought contend is the policy 

of 5 APRIL FORUM which is open to different views and which is unwilling 
to allow it to be dominated by a single school of thought. This is why 

4 spectrum of opinions has appeared in our newspaper. The democratic 
movement also means running a newspaper in a democratic way and tolerating 
different opinions. Some dissension arose from readers’ misunderstand {nv 
and misinterpretation of some of our articles. For example, some young 
comrades had expressed their disapproval of an article entitled "Is the 
United States a Democratic Paradise?" 


O: What is its content? 


A: Ome critic asked: "If the Uniced States is not a democratic paradise, 
did you mean that China is a democretic paradise’" Actually, this is not 

the point of that article. As far as our country's democratic system is 
concerned, it remains far from perfect. But no one can say that everything 
American is perfect. As a matter of fact, the American democracy is fraught 
with hypocrisy and prejudice, and is also far from perfect. What the writer 
of that article really tried to say was that the American-style democracy 

is not what the Chinese people really need, and they cannot regard it as a 
model to be copied by China. Unfortunately, readers of it did not grasp 

its meaning well. But this does not matter. We feel that it is good to 
hear different views. More different opinions will appear in our future 
issues so that readers can judge for themselves what opinions are correct 
These are main points contained in letters we lave received from readers. 


We have also received one or two letters accusing us of staging a rival 
show in competition with the party and trving to topple it. Yes, we have 
been putting on stage a rival show in line with the law of the unity of 
opposites. How could we deny that? But the allegation that we are trying 
to topple the party is absolutely not true. In answering letters Like 
that, we had to be more polite and more patient in order to clearly convey 
our thoughts to their senders. Sometimes we even coupled our answers with 
the compliment of our publications to enable them to understand us better 
But so far, we haven't heard from these critics again. We hope that they 
can understand us. These are basic reactions from the readers. 
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Q: Do you have any plans tor the tuture and any hopes? 


A: We are determined to carry on the publication of 5 APRIL FORUM, This 

is our hope and readers’ too. We have devoted only our spare=time to 
running this newspaper, Tt is not easy to run a paper under an extremely 
diftteult financtal condition, But we are aware that running this newspaper 
in in response to a historical call. We have to carry it on. While doing 
so, we Must pay attention to the external and internal conditions. Favorable 
external conditions means positive anawers to the following questions: 

Ines Our soctety approve it? Do our party and state leaders approve it? 

hy now, we have received no tndications of their disapproval. If they 

had disapproved it, we would have been out of business long ago. We feel 
that we are too weak to be able to withstand any blows. Frankly, if the 
external strong pressures force us to close down, we don't think that we 

can resist it. So far, we can foresee no such possibility. One may 
interpret it as a tacit approval of our newspaper. 


Favorable internal conditions means our ability to maintain and improve the 
quality of our newspaper. To this end, we must continue to study and improve 
our professional skills. Only by doing so can we maintain its equality. 

If the quality deteriorates, no one would be interested in reading or 

buying our newspaper. This being the case, it would die a natural death. 
This is what those leaders who do not approve it would be happy to see 
happen. We would be out of business immediately if we let the quality 

drop, if we fail to speak for the people. Ours is a business which must 

be responsible for its own profits and losses. We have no external financial 
resources. If the people lost interest in it, the newspaper will be out 

of existence. To prevent it from dying a natural death, we must concentrate 
our efforts on improving the quality, on studying and anaiyzing problems. 

We must alsw keep in close touch with the masses, and respond to their 
desires and needs. We are optimistic over our future. Our newspaper is 

an inevitable product of the world current and a reflection of progress 

in Chana. 


Democracy is not a monopoly of China but a worldwide movement. The world 

has progressed where the people's demand for making themselves real masters 
of their own countries--no matter whether they are socialist or capitalist-- 
have become so strong that it can no longer be suppressed. Just as America's 
brzezinski stated: “Humanity has developed to a point where no one can 

ise his ideas to conquer another man. It is even not easy to use such 

ideas to persuade him into agreement." 


Man is now capable of thinking independently as a result of the rapid 
development of the material wealth and culture. Democracy is a trend 
which knows no boundary in the world. As long as China moves forward, it 
will make a contribution to the world democratic movement. The current 
national trend in China also indicates that unlike Lin Biao and the “gang 
oi four,” our present leaders are well aware of, and would be responsive 
to, the people's aspirations and demands. China must rely on the intel- 
lectuals to realize its Four Modernizations, intellectuals who instinc- 
tively favor democracy. Improved education has also led the broad masses 
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of workers and peasants to demand that they be made real masters of their 
own country. The situation now developing at home and abroad seemingly 
bodes well tor the democratic movement, | belteve that as a mouthpiece 

and spokesman of the democratic movement, our newspaper can continue tn 
operation and will have a bright future. In the future, we will concentrate 
on studying problems. Only by studying hard can we improve the quality 

of our newspaper and develop it into an educational publication which will 
help the ordinary workers and people enrich their knowledge. 





Q: What ts the equipment of your newspaper? How and where is it printed? 


A: We are operating under very difficult conditions. Our office looks 
shabby, printing equipment and methods are simple and primitive. Basically, 
we print by hand. 


0: How do you print it? 


A: As tar as its contents are concerned, we have tried our best to make 
it competitive with other modern newspapers. But our printing method is 
very primitive. We cut stencils first, and then have them mimeographed 
by nand. We devote only our spare-time and nights to printing the news- 
paper. 


0: Where did the fund come from? 


A: At the beginning, the fund was donated by workers associated with the 
newspaper whose monthly salaries range from 40 to 50 yuan. Each of us 

was requested to donate | yuan or 1 percent of his monthly salary to the 
fund. Beginning from the issue No 5, it has been sold at a price that ali 
the low-income Chinese people can afford. Because we are responsible for 
our own profits and losses, we cannot sell it at too low a price so that 
we can make both ends meet. 


We have two offices: 1. the editorial department; 2. the liaison office 
located at 76, Lane 14, Dongsi. But the Hong Kong ZHENGMING [CONTENTION] 
journal once mistook our mail-handling liaison office for our editorial 
department, which is located at my two-room home here. I have used one 
|\6-square meter room as our editorial department. It is where all articles 
are edited, stencils are cut, copies are printed and stapled. Our working 
conditions are poor and working schedule is very tight. Since we all have 
regular daytime jobs, we can only spend nights running our newspaper. To 
meet the deadline, sometimes we can sleep only 1 to 4 hours a day. We often 
have to work until 1) to 12 pm or even 1 to 2 am. Our newspaper is a 
monthly publication. As soon as an issue is off the press, we will have 

a few-day break before preparing for the next issue. Although many more 
people have expressed their desire to join us, we had to turn them down 
because our room is too small for so many people. So far, we have had no 
trouble buying newsprint paper, ink and stencils from the local market, 
although they were sometimes in short supply. In short, no one has de- 
liberately refused to deal with us. 
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TIANJIN POLICE ARREST BIG-CHARACTER POSTER DISTRIBUTORS 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 50 


{News in Brief by SIWU LUNTAN correspondent Jin Jing [3160 0079] dated 
26 October] 


[Text] Lu Honglai [0712 3163 0171], a worker of "BOHAI ZHIBIN' [GULF OF 
CHIHLI], a private publication in Tianjin, went to the Tianjin Democracy 
Wall (approved big-character poster display place) this afternoon at 04:20 
to past up the copies of its editorial department's statement, a message 
to the people throughout Tianjin Municipality, and an open letter to the 
Tianjin Municipal Revolutionary Committee. Before finishing the job, 

Lu Honglai and his assistant were kidnapped and dragged into a jeep by 

15 or 16 policemen sent by the Heping District Public Security Subbureau, 
Tianjin Municipality; these policemen did so without showing any warrants. 
At that time, 1,000 people gathered there to watch this event take place. 


After the masses were told what was really going on, they were angered by 
the Heping District Public Security Subbureau's violent acts. Some of 

them even stepped forward to argue with police. Eventually, police "over- 
came all difficulties" in carrying away the two big-character poster dis- 
tributors. The 5 APRIL FORUM editorial department has strongly protested 
the Heping District Public Security Subbureau's unlawful acts, while closely 
watching the development of this event. 
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FOUR POEMS COMMEMORATE ANNIVERSARY OF DEMOCRACY WALL 

A Citadel of Democracy 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 51-52 
|Poem by Gong Min [1362 3046] |] 


[Text] For exactly one year, exactly 365 days, 
This wall has stood firmly for democracy, 
Braving the assaults by both wind and rain, 
Exposing its bricks to tests for stress and strain. 


Here it echoes the voice of the broad masses; 
Here it registers the yearnings of the people; 
Here it feels the throbs and pulse of the age; 
Here history turns a brand new page. 


Here falsehood, ugliness and sins take their beating; 
Here truth, beauty and goodness receive their praise; 
Here the sun drives away dark clouds floating around; 
Here the voice of the pragmatic begins to gain ground. 


Day after day it invites the gazes of the compassionate; 
Day after day it sets ablaze fl&mes deep in one's heart; 
Here China of the 1970's comes out resolved to excel, 

To strike sparks out of a revolution crippled for a decade. 


The apathetic who came has regained his sensibilities; 

The perplexed who came has opened his eyes to truth; 

The disillusioned who came has revived his hopes; 

The deluded who came has left his fantasy for the real world. 


Who says today's youths are but a beaten generation: 

Look! They have opened up their hearts to search for trvth. 
Who says today's youths don't measure up to their roles? 
Look! They've pledged themselves body and soul to this land. 
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The nation as one has been forging ahead all the way, 

But the situation from 4 May to 5 April looks pretty sad. 
The democratic revolution didn't achieve true democracy, 
Nor have martyrs saved the warriors of revolution. 


Why? What's the matter? What has happened? 

A heavy price paid in blood helped us to answer: 

It takes law to curb abuses of power by the unbriddled; 

It takes democracy to stop tyrants fed with blind submission. 


We must stop the tragedy from repeating in the years ahead; 

We must see to it that the people's constitution is observed. 

We want to build a promising world for our future generations; 
We want to see this sacred land of ours taking on a new look. 


Hurray! Today we'll send democracy off on an expedition, 
In search of the beauty of springtime cherished by all. 
Though checkpoints and roadblocks still abound, 

The tide of history isn't going to turn around. 


The people have awakened to the march of history. 

As feudalist obscurantism is gone with the "gane of four,” 
They'll usher in a new era with themselves at the helm, 
Basking in scientific socialism throughout the realm. 


Citizens, your chests out, your chins up! 

The battle against feudalism must go on, 

Till the red banners of socialist freedom, democracy and law, 
Fly over the expanse of our land and keep the world in awe. 


My fellow-countrymen! Let's march in majestic strides, 
To the drum and beat of the Four Modernizations, 

As we honor and enjoy this tremendous festive day, 

And watch the Internationale getting under way. 


Ah! For 365 extraordinary days, a glorious year indeed, 
This wall stood unruffled as the vanguard of democracy, 
A citadel built and set so firmly in each one's heart, 
That neither wind nor rain could ever tear it apart. 
A Source of Strength 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, No 79 p 53 
[Poem by Ye Zhou [5509 5297]: "The Sun--The Democracy Wall"] 


| Text |} Up in the sky is the sun; 
Here on earth is the Democracy Wall. 


Everything draws warmth from the sun; 
The people draw strength from the Democracy Wall. 
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There're nine planets serving the sun; 
A sea of humanity faces the Democracy Wall. 


Nobody gives anything in return to the sun; 
Nor are favors extended to the Democracy Wall. 





Neither storms nor clouds can threaten the sun; 
Nor can force and slanders dwarf the Democracy Wall. 


But the sun is not at all perfect: 
[t shines even if nobody asks for its light. 


The Democracy Wall has its weak points too: 
It can't keep wretches out of the throng. 


Would anybody want to disavow the sun? 
Would anyone forsake the Democracy Wall? 


Let's make it clear; 
That can't be done! 


The world world needs only one sun; 
The nation needs many a Democracy Wall! 


'SIWU LUNTAN' Extolled 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 53 


[Poem by Zhang Xuan [4545 3763] of the Liberation Army : "Dedicated to the 
SIWU LUNTAN" ] 


[Text | The FORUM, the FORUM, 
The 5 APRIL FORUM! 
Your name carries a lot of weight: 
Your mission is indeed very great! 


You, you have risen above the multitude; 

You, you make the ignorant and idiots trembie; 
You, vou are the model fighting for justice; 
You, you build the cradle of a new civilization. 


Tens of thousands of ardent gazes focus on you; 

Tens of thousands of honest souls reach out for you! 
How we wish you'd overwhelm the odds against you. 

How we wish you'd live forever to battle the wicked too. 
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Thoughts to a Friend 
Heljing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 
[Poem by Xiao Kong [2556 2837] of Sicuan: "To a Friend" | 


[Text | Tree leaves shiver in the wake of autumn wind; 
The chrysanthemums ladden with morning dew. 
All living things need sunlight in the fall, 
But the mericiless cloud keeps it out of view. 
In dead silence I mourn the falling flowers. 
How I wish to bring them to life with my pen. 
The wild geese are gone with the dreary wind, 
And I wonder when they would come back again. 
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PARADING IN DEFENSE OF RIGHTS DEFENDED 
Beijing SLWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14,Nov 79 pp 68, 4 
[Article by Zou Du (6760 3685]: "What Crime Is Committed in Parading?"] 


[Text] On 10 October, a little over 1 week after the parade organized by the 
unofficial publications to defend the constitution and the fundamental rights 
of the people, another bigger parade took place in the streets of the nation's 
capital. Coming from the western suburbs of Beijing, the parading units 
assembled at the Hall of Nationalities and marched along Changan Street, 
drawing even more attention of the people. 


They are students of the Chinese People's University, which reopened last 
year, but has not succeeded in getting most of the school building occupied 

by the 2nd Artillery Unit. The students appealed to the public early this 
year for help to get back the buildings. Most people still remember the 
incident. But progress of negotiation has been slow. The contradiction 

has become more acute since the second batch of new students entered the 
school last September. Last year the State Council issued two written direc- 
tives, No 129 and No 166, instructing the artillery units to return the build- 
ings to the school on time. But nothing has happened even after the deadline. 
With 67 percent of the school buildings occupied by the troops, the new stu- 
dents are denied dormitory and dining facilities. To do whatever possible 
under the circumstances to accommodate all concerned, the school put up open 
air sheds to dispense food to the students who just eat in the open air on 

the school playground. This could not continue when the weather gets cold. 
After the school's proposal to work out a solution with the troop commanders 
was rejected, the school finally decided to turn the student reading room 

into a mess hall. We all know how important a reading room is to college 
students. Being denied all these facilities, the students just could not 

put up with the situation any longer. So the student council voted to strike 
and parade to rally support. 


We all remember how much the People's Liberation Army has done for the coun- 
try. However, since the army is a part of the state machine and as produc- 
tion relations have become a hindrance to the development of productivity, 
the relations between the army and the people have changed. These are the 








stark realities we face. The troops at the front work, study and live for 

the people and offer their lives to defend the country. The troops staying 
behind are seeking special privileges. They occupy school buildings and re- 
fuse to move out. They bully the people just like the old-fashioned soldiers. 
the good image of the Liberation Army who never troubled the people and slept 
on sidewalks is nowhere to be seen these days. Infuriated by those army units 
which tarnished the good reputation of the people's armed forces, public 
opinion favored the students and so did most of the army commanders. 


the students marched by Tiananmen to Xinhuamen where they sat down on the 
ground and posted on the Democracy Wall at Xidan their large character posters 
and charts of the school buildings occupied by the 2nd Artillery Unit to ex- 
plain their reason for taking the case to the streets. Cuntacts and consul- 
tations among those concerned began immediately that evening. The Municipal 
Party Committe» telephoned the students to express its concern. The students 
called a press conference on the campus the following day, and an agreement 
was reached the third day. When the 2nd Artillery Unit promised to pull out 
group by group at different intervals, the students resumed their class work 
but reserved the right to take action whenever necessary. 


Recently the "Cinema Creations" reprinted the text of a cinema script pub- 
lished several months ago by a periodical called WOTO. This script called 
"Inside the Social Archive" tells people quite artfully that all problems 

have to wait for solutions by society itself. All those problems of mankind 
winich remain unresolved are kept in the social archive. It is a low profile 
approach with reasonable visibility. The two parades of the past 2 weeks have 
become fresh inputs to the archive. Citizens, please take a look a. them and 
think it over.... 


The constitution is the supreme law of the state, and yet its existence is 
hardly noticed. On the eve of the 30th National Day, a huge force of police 
and trouble makers were dispatched to confront a group of artists whose only 
weapon consisted of brushes and burins. Police by the hundreds formed a line 
of roadblocks, shut down an art exhibition highly appreciated by the viewing 
public and art circles, and forced a parade protesting the closing down of 
the exhibition to change its scheduled route. 


in spite of unequivocal directives of the State Council, their existence did 
not stop those, who took restraint shown by the teachers and students of the 
school as a sign of weakness, from seeking personal aggrandisement detri- 
mental to the public. Harassing and preying upon the weak, they end up blam- 
ing the students notwithstanding what they themselves have done. 


All dictatorships in their original state imply the use of violence without 
legal restraint. When a dictatorship is still in its original state and has 
not reached a level of maturity required by a given form of production, its 
violence usually overruns the law and displays a degree of irrationality 
characteristic of its infancy. At this juncture, politics in the eyes of 
society in general and the ruling class in particular is strictly the busi- 
ness of a few. The development of society and politics at this point is so 
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mystifying that it resembles more or less court intrigues. The publle must 
be beware of those areas where minimal indiscretion could lead to fatal 
disasters. That is why Comrade Zhang Zhixin got his throat slashed and 
Comrade Guo Luoji's writing "Whose Fault Is It" has evoked such intense re~- 
actions. Citizens, haven't we had enough secretive politics? 


A parade is a form of open political activity, and therefore is only a drop 
in the bucket of secretive politics. In spite of cosmetic constitutional] 
provisions, parades organized by the people are still considered rebellious. 


Coing through the data, we came across this concluding statement: The weight 
carried by student councils, unofficial publications and other civic bodies 
measures the maturity of that society. The restrictions placed on their ac- 
tivities measures the kind of bureaucratic syndrome of that society. Even 
though people may say that there are very few special privileges in this 
society and that parades are "anarchism," these statements could never change 
social realities. However, such an antisocial attitude is recorded in the 
archive. 
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CONVICTION OF WEL JINGSHENG CALLED UNJUST 

Charges Questioned 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14,Nov 79 pp 59-60 
[Article by Zuo Ren [0254 0068]: "On a Legal Sentence” ] 


(Text) | am surprised and saddened to learn about the conviction of Wei 
Jingsheng. Since there is so Little time left to appeal, | must spell out 
candidly what I think of the decision. 


'. One of the charges in Wei Jingsheng's indictment is that he leaked "mili- 
tary information" to a foreigner 4 days after the outbreak of the self-defense 
counterattack against Vietnam. 


The fact that Wei Jingsheng had disclosed "military information" about the 
Sino-Vietnamese war made him guilty of "counter-revolutionary" activities. 

[f so, the foreigner who pried into “military information" of China is guilty 
of spying and should be prosecuted according to Chinese law. It is strange 
that the court has not said anything about the matter, nor has it disclosed 
‘he name and nationality of this foreigner. Are the authorities afraid that 
the prosecution of the foreigner might affect our relations with the country 
concerned? Is it in the best interest of the Chinese people and the integrity 
of the Legal system not to prosecute a foreigner guilty of spying just because 
it might affect our relations with a foreign country? 


it appears to me that Wei Jingsheng was not indicated primarily for disclos- 
ing military information. If we were, the foreigner who came to China to 
pry into our “military secrets" would have no way to disclaim his criminal 
responsibility, and would be prosecuted and tried in a Chinese court. He 
would find it difficult to challenge the material evidence and testimonies 
of witnesses produced by his host country. 


2. The second charge in the indictment is that Wei Jingsheng incited against 
and slandered the leadership of the party and the socialist system.... 


Charges based on facts taken out of context is, to say the least, an infraction 
of the law. Moreover the journal TANSUO, was in publication only for 4 months, 
from its inception in December 1978 to the day of Wei Jingsheng's arrest. 
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Wel Jingeshenpg hbimaell contributed no more than five 

or six articles, Yet newspaper propaganda has inflated ite influence ao 
much out of proportion that it gives the public an impression that unless 
this pernicious publication is immediately wiped out it would rock the 
foundation of the proletarian dictatorship Led by the party and the fabric 
of the socialist system. Just imagine, Karl Marx took 40 years to complete 
hie "Das Kapital,” the "Bible of the working class." After analyzing the 
origin, development and decline of the capitalist system, Marx arrived 
ucitentifically at the conclusion that “class struggle will lead definitely 
to proletarian dictatorship." Yet after 100 years capitaliam still has not 
disappeared from the face of the earth. Can anyone say that Wel Jingsheng's 
articles are more powerful than Marx's "Das Kapital"? 


So | should Like to point out that this is not the charge for which Wei 
Jingsheng is convicted. 


if all these are not the real reason for the conviction of Wei Jingsheng, 
what is it then? | have no intention to impose my views on anyone else, but 
would like to express my own observations. 


Wei Jingsheng is convicted not because he has leaked "military information" 
or slandered party leadership. The main reason for his conviction is that 
his writings have violated the "taboo" of certain leaders. Viewed in the 
Light of over 2000 years of feudalist rule, especially the feudalist fascism 
of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and the current prevailing feudalist atmo- 
sphere, his writings practically affronted the supreme ruler, a capital crime 
punishable by death (no death sentence is meted out because the times have 
changed). This, however, poses a different question. Since the downfall of 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” our rejuvenated party has set up a system 

of law to bring order out of chaos. Is this system of law really supreme as 
declared in the National Day slogan that "all men are equal before the law"? 
Or, are there still some who are above the law and trample upon the constitu- 
tion at will to make Law serve their personal interests? I don't want to 
jump to premature conclusions, because they won't do me any good. Moreover, 
I want to let time bear out my reasoning and answer these questions. 


"Time is the most impartial judge." 


The conviction of Wei Jingsheng, the first criminal conviction of a "“counter- 
revolutionary" since the promulgation of the new criminal code, has drawn 
considerable attention at home and abroad. Consequently, it should be handled 
cautiously and based on concrete evidence so as to affirm the authority of 

our new legal system, to show how it differs from the lawlessness of the 
"gang of four" and to strengthen our proletarian dictatorship. 


Finally, let me say something to those who feel so elated by the conviction 
of Wei Jingsheng as to scream in joy. When you read what I have said above, 
[ am sure you will curse me and accuse me of defending my friend Wei Jing- 
sheng. 1 swear by my honor (perhaps you people do not know what honor is, 





or might have lont it) that | have nothing to do with him. I have never 
spoken to him or seen him, The reason | take the risk to call for a re- 
dreas of the case is that as a Chinese | have to do what the revolution- 
aries of the older generation taught us: "Don't stop using your head to 


think as long as you Live.” IL want to speak out for our fatherland, the 
happiness of our future generations, and uphold the best qualities of us 
Chinese, hardworking, courageous, upright. Copernicus said: "The duty of 


man is to seek truth.” 


Wel Jingsheng was arrested and kept in detention house for 6 months (180 
days) without trial. Although Vice Chairman Deng said he would be tried 

in open court, and in spite of popular criticisms and protest by the unof- 
ficial journals of Beijing against detention without trial, the Beijing 
public security authority still did not do anything. However, Wei Jing- 
sheng was suddenly convicted and sentenced 4 days after Chairman Hua had 

yone abroadon a state visit. (Today | learned that Fu Yuehua has been tried, 
and Yang Guang and Ren Wanding will be tried soon.) This is a puzzle and I 
am watching it very carefully. 


A Constitutional Question 
beijing STWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 67-68 


‘Article by Yu Ren [0151 0088]: "My Thoughts Arising From the Conviction of 
Wei Jingsheng” | 


lrext] The trial of Wei Jingsheng gives people the urge to study the rele- 
vant provistons of the constitution of our country. 


Article 2 of the constitution provides: "Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought 
shall be the ideological guide of the People's Republic of China." Article 

14 provides: "The state shall uphold the leading position of Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Zedong Thought in all ideological and cultural matters." At the same time, 
Article 46 provides: "Every citizen shall enjoy the freedom to believe in any 
religion, to be an atheist or to preach atheism.” 


we all know Marxism and religion are diametrically opposed. No Marxist would 
accept the guidance of religious dogmas, nor would a religious devotee accept 
the guidance of Marxist principles. The constitution is self-contradictory, 
ien't it? It upholds Marxism as the guiding ideology but also allows religious 
freedom. Actually it is not that simple. The provisions of the constitution 
really reflect true contradictions in real society. 


Obviously, a citizen who opposes Marxist ideology does not breach the con- 
stitution. In other words, the fact that Marxism is the guiding ideology of 

the state does not preclude the freedom of individual citizens or organizations 
to doubt or oppose this guiding ideology, because the constitution recognizes 
the objective existence of ideological contradictions. This is the reason 

why expression of opinions may be criminally prosecuted. 


26 








Any Marxiat who has seriously studied the ideology he upholds would refuse 

to use law a8 a weapon to deal with his adversaries. Engele said: "Our 
theory is not religion. It covers the exposition of the process of a series 
of taterclocking developments. To expect the Americana to underatand com- 
pletely cight from the beginning a theory evolved in the older industrial 
countries is simply impossible." All clear-headed Marxists should realize 
that they face two schools of adversaries. On the one hand, there are people 
who are intensely hostile. Apart from those stupid ones whose views are not 
worth refuting, this group could outwit those of us who are self-righteous 
but shallow. On the other hand, the setbacks and failures we sustained, com- 
pounded by the fact the “the theory evolved in the older industrial countries" 
has been so distorted that it has lost its original identity, tend to evoke 
people's doubt and opposition, and eventually their rejection of Marxism. 

if a true Marxist runs into a person who was a Marxist a day ago declares his 
rejection of the theory or his sudden espousal of religion in opposition to 
Marxism, he should not be surprised, nor should he accuse this individual of 
breaching the constitution. 


Wei Jingsheng and his associates are opposed to the guiding ideology of our 
country. Their opinions are expressed in general criticisms. They have not 
realized it is their responsibility to back up their opinions with facts. 
This is indiscreet and wrong. However, to persecute him criminally implies 
a move beyond the scope of ideology which has to be interpreted in the Light 
of the overall political situation. Of course we understand the real reason 
for the move is to get at a violation of the taboo and the need for political 
stability. We do not agree that these would justify arbitrary action. As 
pointed out by many progressive personages, many communists of the Stalinist 
school do act according to this dogma: end justifies means. This is a warn- 
ing and the Lesson worth remembering. 


Closed Court Decried 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14,Nov 79 pp 61-64 
[Article by Xu Shu [1776 1659]: "An Unjust Conviction" ] 


[Text] Both Wei Jingsheng and Fu Yuehua are finally brought to trial. This 
is a commendable move by our country's judicial authority, to handle these 
cases according to law. 


However, it is regrettable that the trial of Wei Jingsheng was not publicly 
announced either before or on the day of the trial. We all know the promul- 
gation of the new criminal code by the Second Session of Fifth National 
People's Congress is supposed to usher in a new era of criminal justice in 

our country. Trial in open court and prior announcement of trial are re- 
quired as parts of due process of law. The trial of Wei Jingsheng, chief 
editor of TANSUO, an unofficial publication, turned out to be an exception 

to the rule. Even Lu Lin, one of the parties concerned, was unable to attend 
the trial, nor were the reporters of other unofficial publications “organized" 
to sit in as spectators. Does this mean these people are such dreadful scourges 
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that they would storm the court and disrupt ite proceedinga’? This is 
ridiculous. Those who have read Gorki's works should be able to recall 

the court scene Gorki wrote about, eapecially the defendant's relatives 

and friends at the scene of the trial, and the packing of the court room 
with spectators organized by the authorities. Are there atmilarities be- 
tween this case and the scene tn the capitaliat court which Cork! deserthed? 
When the reporters of the unofficial publication heard about the trial, they 
went to the court but were barred from entering. 


i remember in the history of Chinese journalism there is an account about 
the trial of Zou Rong, editor of MING JAO0, a revolutionary in the late Oing 
Dynasty who was convicted and sentenced to death for opposing the imperial 
authority. Even in such a serious case, all eye witnesses and the reporter 
of the MING BAO were allowed to witness the trial. What the "Intermediate 
Court” has done in this case really leaves too much to be desired. 


Now let me get to the conviction. We believe the seriousness of Wei Jing- 
sheng's case had been blown out of proportion before he was tried. Now he 
is sentenced to 15 years imprisonment and stripped of political rights for 
} years after ne serves his time. The sentence is “solemn and severe but 
unjust.” Consequently we have to offer a few comments. 


We are warned that anyone defending him (Wei Jingsheng) openly would be con- 
sidered his sympathi. er if not collaborator. No wonder Wei Jingsheng did not 
ind could not get a defense lawyer. 


The warning, however, is sugar-coated with a statement: "The constitution 

of our country protects the democratic rights of the people to criticize 

the work the government does. The people's government welcomes criticisms 

by the people and has the courage to conduct self-criticisms." That's great. 
But if the court does not allow anyone to assess or analyze its decision, how 
could the people, the masters of the state, supervise the performance of the 

public servants? 


Fortunately Jinshen (Wei Jingsheng) called us a sounding-board of the Central 

Committee in his article "The Fifth Modernization." As a matter of fact, our 

article “The Most Urgent Matter" was published before Vice Chairman Deng spoke 
about the matter, but we knew nothing about it beforehand. 


Furthermore, we had a heated argument with TANSUO in mid-March about the cur- 
rent situation. On 28 March we published another comment on an article pub- 
lished by TANSUO on 25 March. Unfortunately Wei Jingsheng was arrested on 

2¥Y March. So, numerous young people believe we have contributed to his down- 
fall. 


well, Ll have dwelt too much on irrelevant details. Actually I wanted to dis- 
cuss Wel Jingsheng's case. I overelaborate because I wish to speak my mind. 
Lven the author of "On a Legal Sentence" posted on the Democracy Wall on 

i¢ October also found it necessary to explain that he does not know Wei Jing- 
sheng personally, because he does not want to be implicated. 
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Now | am going to comment on Wei Jingsheng's conviction according to 
information made available by the RENMIN RIBAO, 


|, We think the information on the military situation which Wei Jingsheng 
xave out does not constitute a disclosure of top secret military information 
to toreigners. 


(1) There is no solid evidence to prove that the military information dis- 
closed to the foreigner is top secret military information. It is ridiculous 
to regard such matters as the name of the commanding officers, the number of 
troops and casualties released 4 days after the outbreak of the war as top 
secret information. It is shocking for the court to brand such information 
as top secret in this age of satellites and computers. Court decisions must 
not be based on emotion tissues. Moreover, the court did not have evidence 

to prove that the military information disclosed by Wei Jingsheng is actually 
true. 


(2) There is no evidence to show that Wei Jingsheng has stolen or obtained 
the information by clandestine means. Wei is a worker. Although his father 
is a mid-level cadre, he and his father have never held any military posi- 
tions. Nor have they stolen the information. Wei learned about it from some- 
one else. Consequently, the person who gave out the information should be 
held Liable. Should any person who heard it be liable? Certainly not. 


(3) It is a crime "to furnish intelligence information" because, as the court 
has pointed out, it amounts to furnishing the enemy with the information in- 
directly. But the court did not produce evidence to show this foreigner has 
turned over the information to the enemy. It is revealed that this foreigner 
has turned over to our people the tape recordings of the information in ques- 
tion. So, Wei Jingsheng is not guilty of providing the enemy with information. 
The foreigner is actually guilty of prying for military information. 


(4) According to newspaper reports, this mysterious foreigner asked Wei Jing- 
sheng to report on the military situation orally for recording. He did not 
want Wei to put it in writing. Could this be a trap? Should matters as 

shoddy as this be brought to the attention of the Chinese people? Should inno- 
cent young people be put on notice against this kind of operation? 


Yet the court did not prosecute this foreigner, and even refused to disclose 
his name and nationality. Should the crime of harboring a foreigner who pries 
for military information be punished? 


However, according to the author of "Spectator's Notes," Wei talked about 
being “short of money” ("short of money" describes the condition of all the 
unofficial publications which enjoy nominal constitutional protection but do 
not enjoy substantive material support) immediately after he had discussed 
the self-defense counterattack at the Sino-Vietnamese border. This leaves 
the impression that Wei Jingsheng traded “secret information" for "money." 





but the court did not produce any evidence to back up the charge. So the 
gimmick of the "Spectator's Notes" does not hold water. 


Nevertheless, Wel Jingsheng was wrong in disclosing military information 

to a foreigner. As far as we know, he did it because he was opposed to the 
self-defense counterattack at the Sino-Vietnamese border. This means he did 
it tor political reasons, 


We think Wei Jingshen, and his associates are indiscreet in opposing the self- 
defense counterattack at the Sino-Vietnamese border. Frankly speaking, the 
war meant partly to assist the Pol Pot regime, but mainly to protect our own 
borders end the Lives of the people in the area, to support the Cambodian 
people's just struggles against Vietnamese invasion to stop Vietnam from be- 
coming the "Cuba of Asia." Therefore it is a just war. However, we do not 
agree that we should help the Pol Pot regime unconditionally. Since the re- 
xime came to power, Pol Pot and his followers have killed nearly 1 million 
people and hundreds of thousands of overseas Chinese. Should all the bour- 
geoisie be killed? They are worse than the “gang of four.” Should we assist 
them simply because they are communists? If we are so indiscriminate, we 
should not even have opposed Hitler's "national socialism." 


Now the Vietnamese forces have invaded Cambodia and set up a puppet regime 
there by brutal force. This brings about a far-reaching change in the entire 
situation, according to unanimous impartial world opinion. Facing a threat 

to our own borders and as Pol Pot and his followers are still fighting to save 
the Cambodian nation and defend the rights of the people, we are obliged to 

do our share under internationalism. Wei Jingsheng has the right to view the 
problem differently. But he should not have indiscriminately revealed infor- 
mation about the military situation to a foreigner, resulting in making the 
mistake of disclosing military information. 


i] We think Wei Jingsheng's views expressed in TANSUO are opposed to Marxims 
and contrary to the constitution of our country. But these are questions of 
ideology and understanding. 


(i) TANSUO, edited by Wei Jingsheng, is basically opposed to subscribing to 
any deology as a guiding principle. They claim that they have never studied 
Marxism and do not intend to. This, however, could be refuted by the develop- 
ment of socialist enterprises in the last few decades. 


(2) TANSUO, edited by ‘Ye’ Jingsheng, attacks the feudalist autocracy of the 
"cane of four" as if it ' scientific socialism. It criticizes bureau- 
ratic privileges due to ‘anizational drawbacks as if they were problems 
inherent to the socialise system. 


[ANSUO's opposition to Marxism, proleta’_an dictatorship and the socialist 
system is indiscreet and irresponsible. 


fut to act in contravention of the constitution is not a crime. Wei Jing- 
sheng and his associates are the children of party cadres. They are young 
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workers born and brought up under the red banners of socialism. Why are 
they so opposed to the basic principles laid down in the constitution? 


is tt because 30 years of socialist revolution and construction have failed 
to achieve high level productivity? 


Is it because the fraudulent practices of socialism by Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four" have left the people with a bad impression? 


is it because bureaucratic privileges still exist in our society? 


It is because the young people have not been given an effective ideological 
education all these years? (As a matter of fact, young people in their 20s 
know very Little or nothing at all about the "Provisional Rules Governing the 
Protection of State Secrets" and "Regulations for the Punishment of Counter- 
Revolutions" promulgated in the 1950's. Once the new criminal law takes 
effect 1 Jan 80, will these regulations of the 1950's which very few people 
know still remain effective?) 


As far as we know, the original membership of TANSUO is no more than five 
people, including Wei Jingsheng himself. The editing, printing, sale, dis- 
tribution and posting of TANSUO are but an extension of their ideological 
activities. It must be pointed out that when a dedicated thinker discovers 
anything wrong in a social institution, he will either reform it or get rid 

of it. As long as he does not stage an uprising or resort to force, he is 

not criminally liable for strikes and demonstrations. This is well under- 
stood by people who have a good knowledge of international communist movements. 
Consequently, the case of TANSUO must be handled cautiously. To punish people 
for expression of opinions is just as indiscreet as TANSUO. 


Furthermore, the mere extension of a mistaken idea does not constitute a coun- 
ter-revolutionary act. If this were severely punished, what would happen to 
the legal validity of the abolition of “ideological crimes" and criminal prose- 
cution of expression of opinions championed by our ideological, journalist 

and legal circles, and voted by the Second Session of Fifth National People's 
Congress? 


If Wei Jingsheng deserves 15 years imprisonment for his errors in ideology 

and understanding, would the "gang of four" deserve 1500 years imprisonment? 
The part they played in the "5 April Incident" to persecute Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping and to suppress the revolutionary youths was malicious enough to 
justify a death sentence. (The number of people killed at the Tiananmen Inci- 
dent is still a myth. Should it remain a myth forever?) 


Mr Bhutto, former premier of Pakistan, was hanged for plotting assassinations. 
Unfortunately, our people have learned that the "gang of four" will not be 
sentenced to die even before they are tried in open court. Wouldn't it look 
better if they were convicted and sentenced to die by the judiciary and then 
let the National People's Congress commute their death sentence on the ground 
that they are political offenders? 
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by comparison, the severe punishment meted out by the court to Weil Jing- 
sheng exceeds by far the significance of the case. 


In conclusion, since the "gang of four" are not to be sentenced to die, 15 
years imprisonment for Wei Jingsheng is too severe. In view of the facts 

of the case, the decision is injust. In reality, committing Wei to educa- 
tion without imprisonment is good enough. These comments are offered for 
the judicial authority of Beijing to consider and for our comrades to criti- 
cize. 


Comrades: 


The Chinese people are no longer so stupid. 
[he Chinese youths have awakened, and they are the hope of 
the country. 


No Criminal Offense 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14,Nov 79 pp 65-66 
[Article by Lu Yao [6424 6674]: "Brief Commentary on the Wei Jingsheng Case" ] 


[Text] 1. The information Wei Jingsheng gave to the foreigner cannot be 
construed as "military intelligence" until the state procesutor and trial court 
produce evidence strong enough to prove when, where and how Wei Jingsheng 
gained access to (or "spied out") state military secrets. According to Wei 
Jingsheng's admission, the information about the military situation was noth- 
ing but gossip and rumers. The prosecutor and the trial court must accept Wei 
Jingsheng's admission as true unless they can produce evidence to refute it. 
We all know the party and the state have taught us not to believe groundless 
gossip and rumors. Thus, the facts of this case as far as ascertainable in 
law are but gossip and rumors which Wei Jingsheng passed to a reporter of a 
friendly country. Obviously these facts do not constitute a crime under any 
law of our country. If people believe Wei Jingsheng made certain mistakes 

in what he did, they do not fall within the scope of the trial. 


2. Comrade Xu Shu thinks it is a mistake for Wei Jingsheng to disclose in- 
formation on the military situation to a foreigner and also criticized Wei's 
attitude toward the self-defense counterattack at the Sino-Vietnamese border. 
Comrade Xu Shu has the right to do so. Even though I agree that Wei Jingsheng 
made mistakes in his conduct and expressions of opinion, I still believe the 
right to criticize and the right to rebut are inseparable. Since we believe 
Wei's conduct and opinions are not criminally punishable and that Wei Jing- 
sheng is not in a position at this moment to defend himself or authorize any- 
one else to defend him, it is not quite right to over-criticize his conduct 
and opinions. I do hope Comrade Xu Shu will take this into consideration. 


3. Comrade Xu Shu says Wei Jingsheng's opposition to Marxism contravenes 
our constitution. I believe opposition to Marxism is only an ideological 
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error and does not contravene the constitution. Our constitution provides: 
"Marxism Leninism=Mao Zedong Thought shall be the tdeological guide of the 
People's Republic of China." It does not provide that Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought shall be the ideological guide of every citizen. The con- 
stitution may specify the standard of conduct for every citizen but may not 
specify his standard of thinking and belief. This is obvious. In fact, our 
constitution affirms the religious freedom of every citizen. This means that 
every citizen has the right to believe in any anti-Marxist ideology. In his 
article ‘Correct Handling of the Internal Contradictions of the People," 
Comrade Mao Zedong had this much to say about criticizing Marxism. "Of course 
it may be criticized, Marxism is scientific truth and may be criticized. If 
Marxism shuns criticism and cannot withstand criticism, then it is useless. 
As a matter of fact, haven't the idealists been criticizing Marxism all the 
time? Haven't those who cling to capitalist and bourgeois ideologies been 
criticizing Marxism on all fronts?" 


4. Comrade Xu Shu criticizes TANSUO for failure to distinguish organizational 
drawbacks and the inherent weaknesses of the socialist system in its criticism 
of abuses of power. In spite of the mistakes in the writings published by 
TANSUO, [I think Comrade Xu Shu's criticism is uncalled for. Socialism as a 
living "system," we should say, is represented by the socialism in the Soviet 
Union after the October Revolution and the kind of socialism built in the 
latter part of the 1940's in Eastern Europe and Asia (including our own). We 
must admit that there is an historical reason for the emergence of these so- 
cialist systems. But these systems of socialism have led to inherent internal 
contradictions in all these countries (especially the contradiction between 
productivity and production relations). These contradictions in turn have 
brought to light certain serious common drawbacks inherent in the system (not 
only bureaucratism) which hinder the development of productivity and social 
progress. Lin Biao and the "gang of four," as far as we can judge, are the 
product instead of the cause of these drawbacks. This is absolutely true. 

How are you going to separate organizational drawbacks from the inherent weak- 
nesses of the existing socialist system? Aren't organizational reforms also 
reforms of the socialist system itself? How can anyone seriously interested 
in studying the drawbacks of the system proceed with organizational reforms 
without touching upon the socialist system? Is there a perfect and faultless 
"socialist system" hidden anywhere in the world? Who can be sure of the 
existence of such a system? 


5. Personally [| do not agree with Wei Jingsheng on a number of things. But 
as Comrade Xu Shu points out, it is indiscreet to prosecute and punish ex- 
pressions of opinion. And I should like to add that if our court is not a 
court of Inquisition, how could arguments about such questions as one's 
understanding of and attitude toward a given ideology and the implications 
of one's opinions be permitted in the court? If expressions of opinions 
other than libel, slander and physical violence are prosecuted and punished, 
such prosecutions are contrary to Marxism, contrary to socialist democracy, 
contrary to the basic principles of proletarian dictatorship and unbecoming 
of the leadership of the Communist party. If there are people who believe 





punishment of the expressions of opinion is conducive to stability and unity, 
{ am sure that what they get is not Marxist stability and unity, nor social- 
ist stability and unity, nor the kind of stability and unity which strengthen 
the proletarian dictatorship, and certainly not the kind of stability and unit 
compatible with the leadership of the Communist Party. In other words, that 

is not the kind of stability and unity which they the people want. On the 
contrary, future events will prove that this kind of stability and unity is 

a sign of instability and disunity. Should we allow it to take place (re- 
cur)? 


6. Comrade Xu Shu says the court's decision of Wei Jingsheng's case is solemn 
and severe. I think it is severe but "unjust," as indicated by the title of 
Comrade Xu Shu's article "An Unjust Conviction." 


—— = eee es o + — i ea 


(SIWU LUNTAN, Beijing 6 Nov 79): The editorial department of Beijing SIWU 
LUNTAN began on ?1 November to publish on the Democracy Wall at Xidan the 
transcripts of tape recordings of the trial of Wei Jingsheng by the Beijing 
People's Intermediate Court. It has drawn so much public attention that 
people of all walks of life, including foreigners, are pouring in all day 
long to read the publication. 
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